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It’s not the destination, 
but how you travel. 


Uncompromising quality is the hall-mark of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
and uncompromising standards of sales and service are what you can expect 
from York Motors in William Street, Sydney, officially appointed Rolls-Royce 


and Bentley Distributor. 


The pleasure of travelling in cars of such superb design and engineering has 
to be experienced to be believed. From the latest 1996 Silver Spirit Saloon, 
a motor car with seemingly limitless reserves of power, controlled by 
the world’s most advanced automotive technologies, to the sporting heritage 
of the range of Bentley motor cars. It really becomes a case of not 


where you are going but how you get there. 


We also have a wide selection of pre-owned Rolls-Royce and Bentley models 


available for you the discerning traveller. 


York Motors (Sales) Pty Limited 
Distributor of Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars 
101-111 William Street, Sydney NSW 2011 
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able Silver Ghost by long-time owner Pat Brassil 
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Front Cover Photo: 


The Overall Winner of the 1995 Federal Concours d'Elegance, Western Australia Branch 
members Mark & Merilyn Babidge’s 1927 Phantom | (69EF). Readers will recall Mark’s 
article on the acquisition and tentative first steps in the restoration of this car in P. 1-94. In 
the short time since then the tourer coachwork has been built and fitted by Roger Fry and 
the restoration completed. 69EF also won the Company Trophy for the Best Restoration. 
Photo by Carl Stockton (N.S.W.) 


From the Editor 


Conduit Street book launch 


It pained me to miss this year’s 
Federal Rally. Magnificent cars, great 
characters and superb Rallying locations 
abound in South Australia and | was 
keenly looking forward to renewing 
acquaintances with all three. However, it 
was not to be, due to a clash with the 
launch party for my new book Aolls- 
Royce & Bentley: the Crewe Years. This 
was held at the famous and historic 
Conduit Street, London Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley showrooms and was organised 
by Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. It was a 
superb and memorable event. 

As we were in the neighbourhood it 
made good sense to stay on alittle longer 
to soak up some of the English summer 
ambience, fulfil an ambition to visit the 
Scottish Highlands and attend the 
R.R.E.C. Annual Rally at Althorp, there- 
by missing our own Rally. 

Having one’s book launched so 
auspiciously is far from an everyday 
occurrence, so the choice was fairly 
clear-cut. However, thanks to the fine 
efforts of several members, photo- 
graphic coverage of the Barossa Valley 
Federal Rally was excellent and perusing 
the photographs only made me wish } 
could have been in two places at once! 
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From left to right: John Haynes, Publisher, Martin Bennett, Author, and Chris Woodwark, Chiet 


Executive, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd at the launch party for Rolls-Royce & Bentley: the Crewe 
Years hosted by the Company at the historic Conduit Street, London showroom on June 1st. 
The car is, of course, a new Bentley Azure convertible. 


1996 Model Range 

The impressively revised 1996 range 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, 
which could normally be expected to be 


By far the rarest of post-war Rolls-Royce cars and the only one with a straight-eight engine is 
the Phantom IV, of which only 18 were built between 1950 and 1955. The 17 delivered to 
customers, mainly royalty and heads of state, had coachwork by either H.J,. Mulliner or Hooper, 
with the exception of this example, chassis 4AF22, for which cabriolet coachwork by Franay of 
Paris was specified by the customer, Prince Talal al Saoud Ryal of Saudi Arabia. The photograph, 
taken at Hythe Road, was kindly loaned by the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation. 
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seen around September 1995, was 
unveiled at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally at 
Althorp. At the kind invitation of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd Chief Executive, 
Chris Woodwark, Manuela and | were 
also able to see these cars, including the 
glorious Bentley Azure, under construc- 
tion at Crewe, despite the factory being 
Officially closed to visitors at the time. 


Disappearing Azure 


A motoring journalist's dream assign- 
ment, which involved taking a new 
Bentley Azure through northern Italy, 
turned into a nightmare for Alan Copps 
(Daily Telegraph) and Eric Bailey (The 
Times). They had left the magnificent 
convertible in an underground hotel car 
park with the sophisticated alarm and 
immobilisation systems activated. Yet 
when they returned next morning the car 
was gone! 

Police were baffled, theorising that 
this was not the work of any ordinary car 
thief and that the car must have been 
skilfully lifted into a truck or trailer. 

The following month (June), Italian 
police found the car unharmed near 
Milan airport as it was about to be 
shipped to a buyer in the Middle East by 


Photo: QUESTE. 
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an international crime gang specialising 
in exporting stolen luxury cars. The 
£215,000 Bentley was returned to its 
grateful owner, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd, whose insurers were no doubt also 
grateful! 


The Vachers return 


Much to the regret of their fellow 
A.C.T. Branch members, the Australian 
sojourn of Peter & Polly Vacher has 
come to an end all too soon. 

During June and early July they 
circumnavigated Australia in a single- 
engine light aircraft, at the conclusion of 
which they returned to their Elizabethan 
farmhouse in rural Oxfordshire to enjoy 
the remainder of a glorious English 
summer. 

With Peter & Polly’s return to England 
the 1910 Silver Ghost (1425), owned by 
John & Rae Kennedy of the U.K., returns 
to its former custodian lan Irwin, and the 
1934 Bentley 31 Litre (B8CR) returns to 
owner Ralph Mansfield. No doubt Peter 
& Polly will maintain their ties with our 
Club and visit us again in the not too 
distant future. 


Targa Ghost 


Members will recall seeing Robert 
McDermott’s 1911 Silver Ghost (1520) 
on the front cover of P.4-94. Robert 
recently entered the Ghost in the Targa 
Tasmania rally, in which it was by far the 
oldest but by no means the slowest or 
least powerful contender. 

Unfortunately Robert's bid to further 
enhance the legendary image of the 
Silver Ghost was interrupted by an inci- 
dent in which his arm was broken while 
cranking the engine. Other members 
such as Keith Wherry and Gil Ralph will 
no doubt have felt real sympathy! 

| use the word ‘interruped’ rather than 
‘ended’ because, incredibly, after being 
taken by ambulance to the Launceston 
General Hospital and having the arm set 
in plaster Robert returned to the car to 
continue the rally. Now that’s dedication| 


New arrivals 


Keith Wherry (N.S.W.) has imported 
two Silver Ghosts into Australia. More 
correctly, he has re-imported them, as 
both are former Australian Ghosts which 
left our shores for England some years 
ago. 

One of these cars, a 1925 four-wheel 
brake chassis (125AU, pictured right), 
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Brian Matthews, a Tasmanian member of the Victoria Branch, sent this photograph of his lovely 
1949 Silver Wraith (WFC90). The touring limousine coachwork is by H.J.Mulliner and is the same 
as that fitted to your Editor's slightly later car, WHD101 seen in the last issue. Note the early 
(Pyrene) export bumpers and centre lamp. Like WHD101, WFC90 was delivered new in Victoria. 


has original English coachwork, which is 
rather rare in Australia. It is a Hooper 
landaulette and is in remarkably original 
condition. The other car is 1912 chassis 
2133, owned new by Sir Anthony 
Hordern and now fitted with tourer 
coachwork built by George Williams after 
the style of the original Barker body. It is 
understood to be the car used by the 
Duke of York to open Parliament House 
in Canberra in 1927. 


Australian Wholly Ghost Tour 


To my horror, | noticed that of all 
people, Keith & Kerry Wherry had been 
omitted from the list of 1995 Wholly 
Ghost Tour participants in the last issue! 
The Wherrys, being the organisers of the 
Tour, were of course present on the 
Tour, aS was their magnificent 1911 
Silver Ghost (1606). Whilst the text and 
pictures made this clear, the list did not. 

Keith & Kerry are currently working 


very hard on next year’s spectacular 
Wholly Ghost Tour to Australia’s Red 
Centre (April 29th - May 24th, 1996). 
Keith informs us that this has already 
attracted 27 firm bookings, with cars, 
from overseas Silver Ghost owners. This 
will be by far the biggest overseas par- 
ticipation ever in a Club event in this 
country and will provide a unique oppor- 
tunity to see a large number of overseas 
Silver Ghosts without leaving Australia! 
It will also give a considerable boost to 
the Wollongong Federal Rally and pro- 
vide the potential for the largest 
gathering of Silver Ghosts ever to 
assemble in one place. All of which will 
help to make 1996, the Club’s 40th 
Anniversary year, very special indeed. 

Only a limited number of spaces are 
left on the 1996 Tour, so think Wholly 
Ghost Tour, and book now! 


Martin Bennett 


Keith Wherry’s recently acquired 1925 Silver Ghost (125AU) being unloaded from its container 


after arriving from the U.K. in mid-April. The Hooper landaulette coachwork is original. 
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From the Federal President 


‘Best of Barossa’ Rally 


June of this year saw another great 
Federal Rally, this time held in the 
delightful hills of the Barossa Valley. This 
area chosen by the S.A. Branch was 
excellent and offered a great variety of 
venues for the many activities of the 
weekend. In spite of the inclement 
weather (which seems to have become 
a part of our Rallies) we were able to see 
some interesting countryside as well as 
enjoying excellent food and, of course, 
first class wines. We drove our cars for 
each day's activity and with all the driving 
we hardly travelled over the same road 
twice. 

No matter how many Federal Rallies 
we attend we always make new friends, 
renew acquaintances with old friends, 
and see some lovely and most desirable 
cars — just like the one we saw and have 
always wanted. 

The Federal Rally has always been 
the Premier event of the Club and will 
remain so in the future. Whilst we have 
an ever-increasing number of activities 
for members to attend, our Federal Rally 
will always be the focus of the Club. This 
is not to say that we should not have 
Overlanders or post-Rally tours or one- 
model evenis. Indeed, if anyone has any 
doubts about the need for these | recom- 
mend for reading an article by Lt Col Eric 
Barrass in the April edition of the 
R.R.E.C. Bulletin. 

The N.S.W. Branch is well into the 
planning for the 1996 Federal Rally at the 
Novatel Resort in Wollongong next April. 
If you have not attended a Federal Rally 
before | suggest that you give serious 
consideration to attending the Wollon- 
gong Rally and enjoying some great 
motoring and fellowship. 


Federal Council Meeting 


Our 1995 Federal Council Meeting 
was held in a most congenial atmo- 
sphere at Collingrove Homestead in the 


Barossa Valley. All Delegates worked 
together to achieve a most harmonious 
result. Delegates will report back to their 
branches on the decisions of the Meet- 
ing. 

One exciting matter that was dis- 
cussed was a proposal for the setting up 
of a Trust along the lines of the success- 
ful Sir Henry Royce Memoria! 
Foundation at the Hunt House in the U.K. 
to gather together our our own collection 
of material on Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars. lam certain that there are a number 
of people who would be prepared to 
donate material in their possession to 
such a Trust. Housing of the Trust would 
be a major hurdle, but with some careful 
thought and planning | am sure that this 
could be relatively easily answered. Your 
Executive is well into planning for this 
Trust and we hope to have a firm 
proposal by next April. Should any mem- 
ber have any thoughts on this or wish to 
donate any material etc., | would be 
pleased to hear from you. 

Your present Executive was re- 
elected for another term and we are 
delighted to be able to again work 
together to guide our great Club for the 
mutual benefit and enjoyment of all mem- 
bers. As | have stated previously we 
welcome feedback and comment so that 
we can guide the Club in the direction 
that our members want. 


Chassis Plate 


By now the second edition of Chassis 
Plate has been issued. The production of 
this publication is carried out at no cost 
to the Club and our thanks go to Federal 
Registrar George Forbes who again 
carried the workload to produce it. 
George has agreed to produce the next 
two editions in 1996 and 1997, ensuring 
that the maintenance of a Register of 
members and their cars is maintained. It 
is planned for future editions to contain 
additional information, particularly 
relating to car colour and registration 
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numbers as well as members’ telephone 
numbers. We have, however, built in a 
mechanism for members who would 
prefer not to have their telephone 
numbers published. 


Federal Trophies 


Another interesting happening is the 
programme set in place to restore the 
Club’s trophies. Many of our trophies are 
now many years old and are showing 
signs of wear and age. We have com- 
menced the restoration of these and it is 
hoped that they will all be restored over 
the next couple of years. Metal carrying 
boxes are also being manufactured for 
the safe transportation of these valuable 
Club assets and this should ensure that 
the trophies give many more years of 
pleasure to their recipients each year. 


New book 


| am sure we all celebrate with Martin 
Bennett in the launch of his new book at 
Conduit Street in June. An Australian 
launch is planned by the A.C.T. Branch 
in early September, which | plan to 
attend. Martin is well respected as an 
author and also as an authority on Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars, and his new 
book Rolls-Royce & Bentley: the Crewe 
Years will is invaluable publication to add 
to the written and pictorial history of the 
Company and cars. 

The book has been given the full 
endorsement of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd and the Company has purchased a 
large number of copies for distribution to 
its world-wide dealer network and key 
staff. A review will be published in the 
Autumn (September) issue of QUESTE. 

All together it has been a very busy 
and interesting year for our Club. Until 
next issue, keep enjoying your cars and 
the fellowship and rewards of Club 
membership. 


Happy Motoring, 
David Vann 
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Branch Reports 


Australian Capital Territory 


It only seems like yesterday that | 
wrote the last report to the Federal 
Council. In fact, it was done during the 
excellent Overlander to the Federal Rally 
in Toowoomba last September. What 
with the driving and socialising it was a 
miracle that it was completed on time! 

The Branch has progressed during 
the year, albeit quietly. Definitely going 
through one of those lean periods that all 
clubs go through when there are few or 
no new members to inject new blood and 
fresh ideas. 

As if to highlight our problems, the 
usually fine weather for the All British 
Day turned into gale-force winds and 
rain. However, this was compensated for 
by perfect weather for Wheels '95 which 
is also our annual Concours. The turnout 
was not large but was of a high calibre 
with two Veteran Silver Ghosts, David 
Miller's Pl, a Bentley 31 Litre courtesy 
of Peter Vacher, Brian McDonald’s Silver 
Cloud Ill and the usual gaggle of Silver 
Shadows and a Silver Spirit. A very nice 
ethereal event indeed. This year we 
adopted a nice and simple evaluation 
process — member's choice! Interest- 
ingly, this produced a very similar result 
to the previous judging outcomes. The 
best will always win through. 

Forays inter-State by our members 
included the annual Wings and Wheels 
happening at the R.A.N. Air Station 
Nowra, a must for car and vintage aircraft 
buffs (with a naval emphasis, of course, 
what else?!) Amongst the aircraft was 
Laurie Ogle’s splendid Lockheed Vega 
or Ventura? Sorry Laurie — the dreaded 
Alzheimer’s. (Actually, its an Electra. — 
Ed.) We also enjoyed a weekend in the 
Bowral/Kangaroo Valley/Berry area 
which was a great success despite some 
very inclement weather. 

Financially, the Branch is in sound 
financial shape. We were even able to 
make a substantia! donation to the Sir 
Henry Royce Memorial Foundation at 
the Hunt House, helping preserve the 
Royce heritage! We also managed to 
keep our subs at their existing very low 
levels. 

Finally, this being my last year as 


Branch President, may | thank the A.C.T. 
Branch committee and all the members 
for their support in 1994/5. In particular 
though, I’m sure you will all wish to join 
us in applauding our member Martin 
Bennett for his work in producing the 
book Aolls-Royce & Bentley: the Crewe 
Years. At the time of writing he is in 
London attending the launch of the book 
at the Company’s showrooms in Conduit 
Street. Well done MB. We are now work- 
ing on holding a local launch. 


Bob McCulloch, 
Branch President 


New South Wales 


Time passes remarkably quickly as 
one grows older and it is certainly not 
helped when a year is truncated by the 
reversion from Spring Federal Rallies to 
Autumn. Just over ten months have 
elapsed since the last Annual General 
Meeting and the Branch has grown 
steadily with 54 new members with 23 
new cars including two Silver Ghosts and 
a 20 h.p. 

Events through the year have been 
varied and well attended, beginning with 
a Golf Day in conjunction with the 
Bentley Drivers’ Club; the annual Display 
Day in conjunction with the Combined 
Vintage, Veteran and Thoroughbred 
Motor Clubs at Eastern Creek, where 
there were some 1,400 cars in atten- 
dance; the Annual Concours at Vaucluse 
House, the first of our two major events, 
when once again the weather and 
attendance were perfect, and in Nov- 
ember our now annual boating outing 
with the Halvorsen Club. Shortly after 
coming ashore, Sydney was hit by a 
massive thunderstorm, causing consid- 
erable damage, but this did not mar the 
otherwise perfect day. In most cases it 
was a case of being wet both inside and 
out. this was followed later in the month 
by the Club’s Annual Dinner-Dance and 
Presentation of Trophies. 

This year started with the Australia 
Day picnic at the mouth of the Georges 
River and was followed by the 
President's Barbecue at the Frenchs 
Forest Showground, attended by the 


Federal President and Federal 
Secretary. 

The other major event was the Annual 
Sir Henry Royce Commemoration Run 
from the St. lves Showground to historic 
Curzon Hall, followed by a luncheon and 
particularly notable this year for the 
paucity of that curse of civilisation — the 
traffic light. 

Many saw a large gathering at 
Rosehill Racecourse for our ‘Day at the 
Races’ — some won and some lost but 
all voted it a success. To round off the 
events we had the Bruce Ross Memorial 
Weekend at Bathurst as the starting 
point for our Overlander to the Barossa. 
Those attending the Federal Rally were 
farewelled in style, whilst those unable to 
carry on for various reasons headed 
back home via the Mt. Panorama Motor 
Racing Circuit. 

Planning for the 1996 Federal Rally at 
Wollongong is well under way, co- 
ordinated by David Neely, Lesley Smith 
and David Marshail-Martin. Lesley will 
continue on the committee until she and 
Alan move north fater this year. We will 
also be celebrating at that Rally the 
fortieth birthday of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia. 

| would like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank all those members of the 
committee who have contributed so 
much of their time and effort in these past 
months to make this year the most 
successful yet. 


Bob Tompkins, 
Branch President 


Queensland 


The Queensland Branch began its 
25th year with 92 members and currently 
our membership stands at 95. 

Events for the year were as follows: 

August 28th: British Car Clubs Day at 
the Australian Woolshed, Ferny Hills. 
Well attended. 

September 9th-12th: Federal Rally, 
Toowoomba. We broke all Queensland 
Branch attendance records with 34 
Queensland Branch cars. 

October 2nd: Annual Concours 
d'Elegance at C.T. White Park. Well 


Se. 
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In May the A.C.T. Branch braved the winter weather for a weekend in the chilly Southern Highlands. The choice of cars of even our multiple car 


owning members turned the event into a ‘Wholly Shadow Tour’! Above right is John Elliott's 1980 Silver Shadow I! (SRH41400) at Kangaroo Valley. 


attended. 

November 19th: 25th Anniversary 
Christmas Dinner and Presentation of 
Trophies. 

February 19th: Run to Mary 
Cairncross Park, Maleny, for Club cars 
and non-Rolls-Royce/Bentley cars. 

March 10th: Visit to Joe Wilson’s 
Veteran & Vintage Services at Sumner 
Park. 

April 9th: Exciting run to the Norwell 
Performance Driving Centre, followed by 
a picnic luncheon at Bill Heck’s home at 
Woongoolba. 

May 21st: Outing to historic 
Glengallan Homestead, Allora, via 
Toowoomba. 


Brian Brannelly, 
Branch President 


South Australia 


It gives me great pleasure to present 
the South Australian Branch annual 
report. 

Whilst a considerable amount of our 
effort was directed towards making ‘Best 
of Barossa’ the best Rally yet, we held a 
limited number of Branch functions 
during the year. The first was a morning 
run as a joint event with the Bentley 
Drivers’ Club, concluding at the Confetti 
Restaurant, Stirling, for a delightful 
brunch. 

In November we drove to Walter 
Duncan's prize-winning rose garden in 
the Clare Valley for a picnic lunch and 
inspection of many beautiful roses. Later 
in November Tom Johnston hosted a 
technical evening on the subject of 
coolants old and new for our cars. 


The annual Christmas Picnic was 
held at ‘Carminow’, the home of 
members George & Sandra Lucey. 
George went to great lengths to ensure 
this event was an outstanding success, 
even erecting a marquee to shield us 
from the warm December sun. 

During March a considerable number 
of our members, again in conjunction 
with the Bentley Drivers’ Club, visited the 
Hindmarsh Island home of Noel & Ali 
Roscrow. 

May saw our Annual Concours at the 
Adelaide University Thebarton campus, 
organised by Tom & Donna Johnston. 

Our Branch membership has 
increased during the year to 87, due to 
excellent follow-up by your committee. | 
must mention particular members who 
have assisted during the year in con- 
solidating the S.A. Branch into a 
progressive club in the S.A. motoring 
sphere. In particular the outstanding con- 
tributions by Lee Rodda and David 
Forward. Lee's contribution to the 
production of our new-look newsletter 
Southern Spirit has been superb. We 
now have a monthly magazine moulded 
with the fine John Bull features, that is 
equivalent to the newsletters of the larger 
Branches. David Forward has spent 
many weeks completely updating the 
Branch records and maintaining busy 
correspondence. Treasurer David 
Carroll has kept a watchful eye on 
expenditure, maintaining the Branch ina 
sound financial state. 

The Federal Rally held in June was an 
outstanding success for the South 
Australian Branch. The Barossa venue 
was excellent for motoring, the catering 
available to us was superb, and evening 


venues proved a great success. | must 
thank the Rally Committee — David 
Forward, Lee Rodda, David Carroll and 
Donna Johnston for their assistance in 
the Rally’s presentation and particularly 
to my wife Liz who put in many hours 
work before and during the event as well 
as running Rally H.Q. 

| am sure other Branches watched 
with interest the acceptance of the 
innovations itroduced at this year’s 
Federal Rally. These were as follows: 
* Holding the Federal Council Meeting on 
the Thursday evening, enabling 
Delegates to attend the Friday event; 
* Having an optional Friday day-time 
event, which proved most popular; 
* Having Rally H.Q. independent of any 
of the motels, and at an historic winery, 
typifying what the Barossa Valley stands 
for, and providing Barossa fare for 
entrants on arrival; 
¢ Providing a Rally Passport — a new 
ticketing innovation that N.S.W. and 
W.A. are already considering for ‘96 and 
97; 
¢ Having a sit-down welcoming Cocktail 
Party instead of three hours weary stand- 
ing after driving long distances to the 
Rally; 
* Splitting the Saturday lunch and 
Gymkhana venue from the Concours 
venue so that a pleasant scenic drive 
separated the two events; 
¢ Crowning the winning cars with sashes 
after the Sunday luncheon, so that all 
could see and photograph them, while 
their owners had another moment of 
glory receiving their trophies at the 
Presentation Dinner that evening. 

It was certainly a Federal Rally with a 
difference and, in the words of member 
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Dick Philippi from the United States, “a 
world-beating Rally”. 

In closing | would like to thank the 
membership for the support | have been 
given over the past seven years as 
Branch Treasurer, President, Events Co- 
ordinator and Federal Rally Director. | 
have now decided to have a break from 
the Committee and know that | leave the 
Branch in good hands. 


Rory Poland, 
Outgoing Branch President 


Victoria 


| am proud to report that the year for 
the Victoria Branch has been up to the 
expectations which past committees 
have made so high. A talented and well 
connected committee has made the 
programme varied and interesting, and 
our enthusiastic membership (including 
18 new members) has taken full ad- 
vantage of the events. 

Our meetings have good attend- 
ances, always more when our members 
are speaking, e.g. Neil Matthews on car 
sound, Gerry Howell on Alaska, Gil 
Ralph on the R.R.E.C. Rally, Andrew 
McKenzie on early Melbourne etchings 
of Victor Cobb and Mavis Williams on 
purchasing French properties, and still 
good for guest speakers, e.g. Gerry 
Bashford on car theft, Bill King on Martin 
& King and Jeremy Bayard on Polo. 

These last two were heard in conjunc- 
tion with appropriate outings — Bill King 
at the meeting nearest the Martin & King 
Day at John & Jan Altmann’s and Jeremy 
Bayard, polo expert, prior to the Polo 
Day. 

Monthly outings were very varied. 
Wine buffs had Yering Station in June 
94, Scotchmans Hill near Queenscliff 
(which was a pleasant two-day rally with 
accommodation at the Vue Grande) in 
January ‘95 and Port Phillip Estate at 
Red Hill South in May ’95. 

Visits to impressive private properties 
of members hosted by John & Jan 
Altmann in November ’94, Ken & Judy 
Russellin December '94 (both displaying 
magnificent private car collections) and 
Noel Baker at Kilmore (where we com- 
bined with the Jaguar Car Club) were 
favourites for many. 

More public venues such as the Point 
Cook Homestead in July 94, the Winter 
Luncheon in August '94 at Marysville 
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(which was over-subscribed), Harewood 
House, the Polo at Flowerfield (unfor- 
tunately coinciding with the Kalorama 
Rally which split our membership a little) 
and the Concours at Whitefriars were 
also very popular. 

The Annual Dinner in July 94 and the 
Christmas Dinner in December were 
very relaxed social winners. 

The garage visits initiated and 
continued by Jefferson Williams, both 
commercial and private, have been a 
highlight for many as the informal set- 
tings allow great viewing and there is 
much to see and learn. Such wonderful 
garages as those of Lindsay Fox, Robert 
McDermott, Terry Bruce, Darren Over- 
end and George Forbes were enjoyed. 
All are Club members, too! 

Branch development continues and | 
am pleased to announce the formation 
on July 1st, 1995 of the Tasmanian Sub- 
Branch under the enthusiastic 
leadership of lvan Pearson. We hope his 
new duties will not prevent him from 
allowing us to enjoy his company as 
frequently as we have during this past 
year. 

The committee is working twelve 
months ahead on the programme of 
events and planning is well under way for 
the Federal Rally at Phillip Island in 1998. 


Byron Dobson, 
Branch President 


Western Australia 


The Western Australia Branch is en- 
joying a very successful year, embracing 
a full programme of activities. It is noted 
that the “year” under review between 
Federal Council AGMs is reduced to 
about nine months. 

Membership is still consolidating, with 
151 members including two Honorary 
Life Members and 188 cars registered 
with the Branch. It is pleasing to note the 
continuing addition of pre-war cars as 
well as later Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars. 

The year saw a very sad loss in the 
passing of our Founding President, Life 
Member and past Federal President 
Percy Markham. His exceptional con- 
tribution to the car club movement in 
Western Australia was publicly recog- 
nised during the recent opening of a very 
fine car museum at Whiteman Park, 
when a commemorative plaque recog- 


nising his valuable efforts was unveiled. 

On May 6th, 1995 the Branch’s 30th 
Anniversary was celebrated with a 
champagne breakfast at the Ocean 
Beach Hotel, the venue of the Inaugural 
Meeting where the Branch was formed 
on May 6th, 1965. The function was at- 
tended by 120 people, including 
Foundation and other early members. A 
fine display of a wide range of members’ 
cars was exhibited. After the breakfast a 
procession of cars headed by Peter 
Briggs’s 1914 Silver Ghost (54AB, 
owned by Percy Markham in the forma- 
tive years) concluded with a drive past 
the Markham home, with Mrs Markham 
greeting the passing parade from her 
wheelchair. 

Our successful Annual Concours saw 
the outright honours taken by Eric Cecil’s 
1936 Bentley 31% Litre (B105CW), 
restored and rebodied by Roger Fry. 
Keen competition was particularly evi- 
dent in the Silver Shadow Class, where 
owner dedication to the preservation of 
the marque was a healthy sign. 

Members have enjoyed 16 car 
events, either organised by the Branch 
or by other clubs. These have included a 
weekend in the South West, a boat/drive 
event hosted by Classic Boat Owners, a 
fly/drive outing where flying and driving 
was on a friendly exchange basis, anda 
restoration run visiting several work- 
shops. 

The Northern Territory Sub-Branch 
has been consolidating under the direc- 
tion of Sub-Brabch President Don 
Craggs. Don visited Perth during the 
year and presented a small commem- 
oration plaque acknowledging the 
formation of the Sub-Branch. 

Branch finances, in the care of 
Treasurer Colin Barns, have been main- 
tained in a sound state. The Club Shop 
continues to be successfully operated by 
Roger & Christine Fry. 

To acknowledge the Branch’s 30th 
Anniversary Mark Babidge has under- 
taken the compilation of the history of the 
W.A. Branch, which is due for completion 
shortly. 

The help and co-operation of the 
committee and members has been of 
great assistance in maintaining the 
direction of the Branch. This is especially 
appreciated. 


Mait Smith, 
Branch President 
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Spare Parts and Inter-Clubs Meetings 
The Hunt House, June 15th 


Literally 15 minutes before departing 
for England at the end of May | was 
contacted by the Federal President and 
asked to represent the Club at the Inter- 
Clubs Meeting. This is held each year 
and at the request of the R.R.O.C. of 
Australia is now held just prior to the 
R.R.E.C. Annual Rally in order to 
maximise our chances of having repre- 
sentation there. 

There are actually two meetings. The 
first is the Spare Parts meeting between 
the Company and Club representatives 
to discuss the present and future spare 
parts situation for older Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars, followed by the actual Inter- 
Clubs Meeting. 


Spare Parts meeting 


Present were Peter Baines, Alan 
Bunting and Tony James representing 
the R.R.E.C., Bill Medcalf and Richard 
Saunders representing the B.D.C., John 
Kennedy representing the 20-Ghosi 
Club, Everett Pauls representing the 
R.R.O.C. Inc., myself representing the 
R.R.O.C. of Australia, Rex Wilson and 
Ben Murray representing Jack Barclay 
Ltd and Graham Cooper representing 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 

The meeting was told that the turn- 
over in spare parts last year was £21 
million, of which Jack Barclay accounted 
for in excess of £3 million, of which 
£350,000 was for pre-1955 parts. 

In addition to this meeting, the 
R.R.E.C. and the Company meet 
regularly to identify needed but un- 
available parts which can then be 
manufactured. Jack Barclay Ltd (the sole 
world-wide authorised supplier of pre-’55 
parts) now have a system in place to 
record all requests for parts, whether in 
or out of stock, to gauge the demand for 
each part. The Company recognises that 
members of the Rolls-Royce/Bentley 
Specialists Association have a réle in 
pre-'55 parts manufacture. Outside firms 
are now approved to carry out 
remanufacturing of components and a 
situation is envisaged in which parts 
manufactured by, for example, a RR/B 
Specialists Association member could 
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be sold as approved parts once they 
pass Company testing procedures and 
are approved as meeting all guarantee 
and legislation criteria. Such parts would 
then be packaged as Rolls-Royce parts 
and guaranteed. Jack Barclay are 
authorised to source parts in this way. 

The meeting was warned that certain 
parts being manufactured outside the 
U.K. are not up to standard, have failed 
Company testing procedures and are 
“not very good at all”. The Company aims 
to make parts prices “more viable” for 
what they term “older models” (Silver 
Shadows were specifically mentioned in 
this context), in order to reduce the per- 
ceived need for owners to turn to sellers 
of non-authorised parts. 

The Company also recognises that 
old, inefficient cylinder head designs, for 
example, need to be updated in terms of 
materials and design to meet modern 
conditions and using modern materials 
will be regarded as acceptable provided 
that the heritage aspect is not com- 
promised. 

It was recognised that some parts 
have been “grossly over-priced” and 
more realistic and practical pricing is 
aimed for. Jack Barclay’s are currently 
taking an average of 35 telephone calls 
per hour for pre-’55 parts. Meeting feed- 
back indicated that the parts service has 
been of a very high standard and the staff 
very good indeed. The Jack Barclay 
spare parts telephone number is 0011- 
44-171-738-8333, with 10 lines. 


Inter-Clubs Meeting 


The Inter-Clubs Meeting was attend- 
ed by the same Club representatives as 
the Spare Parts meeting, joined by 
R.R.E.C. President Eric Barrass and 
chaired by Bill Slater, Manager Owner 
Services, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 

The Inter-Clubs Meeting is a meeting 
of representatives of the Company and 
the various world Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Clubs to discuss the progress 
and future of the Company, its products, 
the Rolls-Royce and Bentley movement 
and issues potentially affecting the 
movement and its members. 


Bill Slater spoke about the Company’s 
products. Bentley Concept Java will go 
ahead but it is not yet known when it will 
appear in the showrooms. Most efforts 
are currently directed towards replace- 
ments for the four-door saloon models, 
which are expected towards the end of 
the decade, with Java following soon 
after. Rolls-Royce models will be 
powered by a naturally-aspirated V-12, 
Bentleys by a turbocharged V-8, both to 
designs developed under the recently 
signed RRMC/BMW technical collabora- 
tion agreement. This is estimated to have 
saved £45 million, which will be used to 
establish a new body manufacturing 
facility at Crewe. It was pointed out that 
Cosworth Engineering are unable to offer 
an engine suitable for Roils-Royce and 
Bentley cars. 

It was reported that Peter Ward, who 
resigned as Chief Executive in Decem- 
ber last year, stayed on as Chairman until 
May, then becoming Chairman of 
Cunard. He was replaced as Chief 
Executive by Chris Woodwark, who is 
also Chairman of Cosworth Engineering. 

The more expensive, exclusive and 
limited production models — Flying Spur, 
Continental R, Turbo S, Continental S, 
and now the new Bentley Azure — have 
sold extemely well and made a major 
contribution to turning the Company back 
into profitability. All 118 Bentley Azures 
scheduled for production this year were 
already sold before the end of May and 
a slightly increased production is en- 
visaged to meet the demand. 

Eric Barrass queried Company model 
name policy, singling out Flying Spur as 
particularly inappropriate. He offered to 
show Company representatives some 
“proper Flying Spurs” at the Althorp 
Rally! The apparent inability of the 
Company to develop its own engines for 
future models was also queried and Bill 
Slater cleared the air on this issue. 

One issue on the Agenda was that of 
Continuous Vehicle Licensing, a U.K. 
issue which needless to say does not 
affect us except in the sense that it rep- 
resents part of the world-wide erosion of 
the ability to enjoy old cars free of govern- 
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ment interference. Suffice to say that the 
issue raised a great many hackles and 
prompted expressions of disgust at this 
U.K. government proposal which was 
seen as simply another thinly disguised 
government revenue-raising exercise. 

Mike Evans reported on the Rolls- 
Royce Heritage Trust, which is based at 
the Derby headquarters of Rolls-Royce 
plc (the aero engine Company). This is 
an employee-centred organisation 
aimed at maintaining the Company 
heritage and helping employees under- 
stand the history of Rolls-Royce. 

It was disconcerting to see this Meet- 
ing used to subtly air what appear to be, 
quite frankly, rather irrational and petty 
antagonisms between some of the Clubs 
represented there. One genuine area of 
dissatisfaction seems to be the continu- 
ing custodianship of certain Derby and 
Crewe Bentley chassis cards and build 
records by the Bentley Drivers’ Club at 
Long Crendon. It was pointed out, quite 
correctly, that the Company has deter- 
mined that the Hunt House is the sole 
repository for all Company archival 
material. On the other hand, it needs to 
be realised that this agreement has no 
retrospective effect, and that the Found- 
ation has no claim on material allocated 
elsewhere prior to the Hunt House being 
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set up. Even so, | am confident that with 
diplomacy the highly desirable objective 
of eventually having all chassis build 
records housed at the Hunt House is 
eminently achievable. The robust dis- 
cussion on this and other less potentially 
productive matters detracted only slight- 
ly from what was a very interesting and 
helpful meeting. 

The date of the next meeting was set 
for the same time next year, the change 
from February to June to meet the needs 
of the R.R.O.C. of Australia receiving a 
favourable reaction from almost all 
present, particularly the R.R.O.C. Inc. 
representative as it is obviously equally 
helpful to that Club. 

Bill Slater closed the meeting and we 
adjourned to the new Hunt House dining 
room for a superb supper provided cour- 
tesy of the Company and beautifully 
prepared and served by Hunt House 
staff. 

At my own suggestion | had been left 
at The Hunt House earlier in the after- 
noon by my wife Manuela and my good 
friend Richard Mann, to find my own way 
back to London after the meetings. This 
proved no problem as after supper | was 
offered a lift home by Bill Medcalf, out- 
going Chairman of the Bentley Driver's 
Club, in his magnificent early Bentley 


R-type Continental. We had barely gone 
two miles when Bill offered me the 
driver's seat. Needless to say, little arm- 
twisting was required! These lightweight, 
high-geared Continentals are wonderful 
to drive, especially when fitted with the 
delightful manual gearbox as this par- 
ticularly fine example is. Contrary to the 
impression jokingly created by Graham 
Mead in his article in the last issue of 
PRAECLARUM, there are ample oppor- 
tunities on many British roads for high 
speed motoring of the kind the Cont- 
inental tends to engender, even if one 
does not venture onto the motorways, 
which provide fast multi-lane links be- 
tween major population centres. Bill uses 
his R-type Continental, now well over 40 
years old, as a daily driver, averaging 
some 1,500 miles per month, which says 
a great deal not just for the Continental 
but for the early Crewe chassis design in 
general. Needless to say it also says a 
great deal for Bill, an enthusiastic 
Bentley driver who also owns another 
R-type Continental, an 8 Litre and a 
Speed Six which he has driven huge 
distances including coast-to-coast in 
North America. A true enthusiast. Driving 
Bill’s Bentley Continental was a 
wonderful experience to cap off a most 
informative and useful day. t 


The 1996 Rolls-Royce & Bentley Model Range 


In an unusual and innovative move 
which is indicative of the growing good 
relationship between the Company and the 
Clubs, Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd un- 
veiled the 1996 Model Year range of cars 
at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally at Althorp, 
which Manuela and I attended along with 
the usual large contingent of R.R.O.C. of 
Australia members. Also unusual was the 
timing of the release of new models, which 
usually takes place around September or 
October. 

The 1996 Model Year cars are sig- 
nificantly revised new versions of the 
existing Silver Spirit range of cars. The 
new Rolls-Royce models are not the Silver 
Spirit IV and Silver Spur IV, as a decision 
was taken to drop the numerical suffix and 
simply call them the Silver Spirit and 
Silver Spur. Whilst this is tidier, it will 
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make life more difficult for editors, 
authors, historians, club registrars and, 
further in the future, car dealers and 
buyers! However, there you have it — the 
new Rolls-Royce cars are the Silver Spirit 
and the Silver Spur. 

The new Bentley range comprises the 
Brooklands, Turbo R, Continental R and 
Azure. Both the Brooklands and the Turbo 
R may be ordered in long wheelbase form. 

The changes embodied in these new 
cars are quite notable, in both the visual 
and technical areas, and bring significant 
economy and refinement gains. In fact, a 
£25 million development programme has 
made the new cars the most technically 
advanced, refined and fuel-efficient in the 
Company’s history and ensures that Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley motor cars remain at 
the very pinnacle of the automotive 


pyramid. Members will recall my article in 
P.6-94, p.2455, introducing the Bentley 
Turbo S. Many of the visual and technical 
innovations of that limited production 
‘niche’ model have been incorporated as 
standard for the 96 range, in addition to a 
number of completely new exterior, inte- 
rior and technical features. 

The four-door saloon models are 
changed as follows: 


Exterior 


e New, higher-mounted bumpers inte- 
grated with the front spoiler and rear 
valance; 

¢ Front quarter-lights deleted to make way 
for a new side window-mounted exterior 
mirror system; 

e The spare wheel is now located in a well 
below the floor of the luggage compart- 
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This superb photograph shows to advantage the higher-mounted, integrated bumpers and the absence of quarter-lights in the front doors to make 
way for the new external mirrors. These are chrome plated on the Rolls-Royce models and colour-keyed on the Bentleys. 


ment rather than in a swing-down cradle as 
before. This gives the rear of the car a 
cleaner line below the higher rear bumper; 
¢ The radiator shell is reduced in height to 
suit the higher front bumper. On Rolls- 
Royce models the mascot is reduced in size 
by around 20% to blend better with the 
lowered grille; 

¢ New 16" wheels for the Rolls-Royce 
models. The Bentley Brooklands wheels 
are also now 16" and of an entirely new 
design, while the Turbo R receives the 17" 
wheels of the previous Continental R and 


the new Continental R shares the wheel 
design previously seen on the Azure. 


Interior 


¢ A new fascia and centre console design 
is shared by all the saloon models, with 
detail differences between Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley models in style of woodwork, 
instrumentation and centre console shape 
and layout; 

¢ Anelectrically adjustable steering wheel 
provides easier access in and out of the 
driver’s seat and along with the new 


mirrors is incorporated into the seat 
memory positions; 

¢ Dedicated air conditioning controls in a 
new console for rear seat passengers. 


Technical (all models) 


New cylinder heads, throttle body, low- 
loss intake system, higher final drive ratio 
and anew engine management system pro- 
vide a 12% improvement in fuel economy, 
along with a modest 1% improvement in 
performance on the naturally aspirated 
Silver Spirit, Silver Spur and Bentley 


The new Silver Spur, showing the lower radiator shell and smalier Spirit of Ecstasy. Again, note the new external mirrors which, along with the new 


adjustable steering wheel, are integrated into the seat memory positions so that one’s favourite driving position is assumed at the push of a button. 


The Bentley Continental Rh now shares its 17’ alloy wheels with the new Azure convertible. This wheel design is a spin-off from the Bentley Concept 
Java project. Along with the other turbocharged models, Continental R now provides 8% more performance with 7% better fuel economy. 


Brooklands. The turbocharged Bentley 
Turbo R, Continental R and Azure benefit 
to the tune of 7% in economy and 8% in 
performance, due to the addition of a 
liquid-cooled charge-cooler and a Zytek 
engine management system. 

Chief Executive Chris Woodwark 
commented: “The far-reaching improve- 
ments made by the project team are 
sufficient for many manufacturers to call 
these ‘new’ models. Of course, we will not 
rest here but continue to find new ways to 
ensure our customers can experience the 
ultimate in luxury motoring”. 


Photographs courtesy of i Oa as ieee ms i 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. The new Bentley Brooklands, shown here in Wildberry, one of the recently introduced colours. 


a es Fas ny : 


The new four-door saloon fascia features a centre console on both Rolls-Royce (left) and Bentley (right) models, though that of the Bentley is a 
different shape to accommodate the gear selector, which is still on the steering column on the Rolls-Royce. Note that the Rolls-Royce fascia has 
more elaborate woodwork, with a cross-banded and boxwood inlaid surround, while the Bentley has more comprehensive instrumentation. The 
C.D. player is normally concealed behind a veneered flap. The adjustable steering wheel is shown in its fully raised position on the Rolls-Royce. 
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PART III (continued from last issue) 


Most of the incidents I have mentioned 
have been associated with mechanical 
affairs. There was one that occurred on 
Australia Day in the bi-centenary year, 
26th January, 1988. Anne and the children 
had gone to Sydney to join the celebrations 
there but I had agreed to drive the car to 
Hay, 160 miles away, to make it available 
for a wedding. It was on this trip that the 
incident of the Flying Bonnet occurred. 

What with me being ahome by myself, 
the ordinary necessities of life such as get- 
ting up, being fed and remembering all the 
essentials for the trip took a lot longer, so 
that when I berthed he old car alongside a 
bowser at my favourite service station, I 
was a fraction late. There I was patiently 
filling the car with petrol when a couple of 
fellows came over, admired the vehicle 
and could they look under the bonnet? Of 
course they could, the fine men of taste and 
discrimination that they were. I lifted the 
bonnet, finished filling the tank with petrol 
and went in to pay the bill. They followed 
me in, thanked me for allowing them to see 
the engine and explained to me that they 
had lowered and secured the bonnet. 

So I set out for Hay, quite oblivious of 
the fact that I had made a terrible, basic 
mistake. I got to Narrandera, a mere 60 
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miles away and since everything seemed 
all right, oil pressure seemed good and 
there was another petrol station between 
there and Hay, I kept going. 

It was a very windy day, that second 
century of Australia’s birth, with the wind 
blowing consistently out of the West. The 
road there is flat and relatively uninterest- 
ing with very little traffic that day, so I had 
the car on the governor and the feet well 
out of the way. I observed a car coming 
towards me but it must have been 10 miles 
away and there was nothing in the rear 
vision mirror. Another glance out the front, 
this time more directed at the front of the 
car rather than the road ahead and the 
distant horizon, revealed that the bonnet 
was rising in a most alarming manner. I 
untangled the feet and trod heavily on the 
brake with very little effect as the engine 
thought we were ascending Mt Kosciuscko 
and poured more petrol into the engine 
until I remembered to pull the governor 
down. Meanwhile, the bonnet, which had 
freed itself from three of its catches, 
wrenched itself away and flew over the top 
of the car to land, paint side down, on the 
roadway in the lane for oncoming traffic. I 
pulled up the car on the side of the road and 
observed that the oncoming traffic, namely 


Pat in the pit wondering wondering what to do about the universal joint. The extra length in the 


chassis is marked in white. 
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the car which had been 10 miles away 
some few exciting moments before, had 
got a lot closer. I raced back to the bonnet 
just in time to hurl it to the side of the road, 
just on top of a jagged rock, and ducked 
out of the way of the oncoming traffic as it 
became passing traffic. 

I went to examine the bonnet, cursing 
my stupidity in not checking on those two 
useless blokes who had secured the bonnet 
back in Wagga Wagga, and at the same 
time being eternally grateful that no-one 
was behind the car to have their heads 
chopped off by the bonnet, and no-one 
approaching so closely that they must run 
over it. 

I backed the car to the bonnet and tried 
to put it back on. Strangely it wasn’t badly 
damaged but there was no way I could put 
it back on the car. You’ll remember that it 
was a very windy day and a Silver Ghost 
bonnet is very nearly four feet by six feet 
when opened out, and has three hinges for 
the wind to influence. I did get it to fold up 
and put it on the floor of the rear compart- 
ment. A big rear compartment is a big 
advantage, particularly when you want to 
store a Silver Ghost bonnet. 

Still, should I go ahead or return? The 
car was to take a bride to her wedding. The 
groom had arranged this as a surprise to 
her. Besides, family pride was involved. 
Her cousin had recently been married in 
Scotland and a Silver Ghost had taken her 
to her wedding and these wild barbaric 
outposts of the Empire should demonstrate 
that they could at least match the standards 
of an effete and decaying mother country. 
On amore practical note, Hay would have 
a panel beater. He would be old or young. 
If he were old, he would employ an assist- 
ant who would be young and therefore be 
amate of the groom. If he were young, he’d 
be a mate of the groom. Either way, I’d 
have help to replace the bonnet, and a little 
judicious work by a panel beater with a 
rubber hammer would probably not spoil 
the paintwork too much and the bit that 
was badly affected would be covered by 
the spare wheel or by some wedding 
ribbon. 
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John Elliott's brackets and grommets carrying the temperature gauge tube along the water pipe. 


I decided to keep going. 

I pulled up at Wadi for petrol. There is 
a service station at Wadi, and, if I remem- 
ber rightly, one other building. The service 
station owner commented that I didn’t 
have a bonnet. I explained that it must have 
been blown away in the wind. He filled the 
car in silence and I proceeded. 

You have never seen a more dis- 
appointed look on a young man’s face than 
that on the groom’s when the old, bonnet- 
less, dirty car pulled up in front of his 
house. Of course, the wind had driven a 
squall of light sleety rain on to the car and 
the picture was not pretty. On the other 


hand, the car was there, the Scots cousin 
had been in a Silver Ghost for her wedding, 
the panel beater was a young bloke and a 
mate of the groom, there were a few young 
fellows, mates of his, that could wash and 
polish the car, so why didn’t we hook into 
it? 

We did. An hour later you could not 
tell that the bonnet had ever left the car. It 
was beribboned, shining, and a complete 
surprise to the bride. The whole thing went 
off extraordinarily well and everyone was 
happy. 

It was a pity, really, that the return trip 
saw the beginning of the end of the 


The new brass spark plug tops manufactured by John Elliott. 


universal joint and that it took me between 
six and seven hours to drive the 160 miles 
home. 

There are other stories concerning 
springs, brakes and other necessities but 
the old car continues. As one or other of 
the maladies of old age attack it, I take 
remedial action. I continue to apply oil to 
those joints which might feel arthritis and 
to present it to the public properly washed 
and polished. It continues to give the 
family and me pleasure as it carries us, in 
that inimitable way of Rolls-Royces, 
throughout the country. 
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1910 Silver Ghost (1388) owned by David Vinall (S.A.) at Collingrove Homestead where it spent some of its earlier life 
with the Angas family. The tourer coachwork was built by David's late father, Laurie. Photo by Car! Stockton (N.S.W.) 
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Thinking it would be nice feeling like 
the Prince of Penshurst for a week or so, 
being wafted along our highways and 
byways in the opulent splendour of a 
recently refurbished Silver Cloud II Long 
Wheelbase Saloon with division, newly 
repainted in the regal colour scheme of 
Masons Black over Royal Claret, I readily 
accepted Allan Simpson’s kind invitation 
to accompany him in LCB56 from Sydney 
to the Barossa Valley for the 37th Federal 
Rally of the R.R.O.C. of Australia, hosted 
by the South Australian Branch. 

We joined the Overlander from 
Bathurst in Moama, N.S.W., on the Mon- 
day, having overnighted in Goulburn on 
the way down. 

On the last leg from Mildura I volun- 
teered to chauffeur Honorary Life 
Members Eric & May Goudie in their 1960 
Bentley S2 (B413CT). After several days 
of occupying the somewhat cramped driv- 
ing compartment of LCB56 (cars with 
divisions were rarely built with the com- 


The 37th Annual Federal Rally 


— as viewed through the windscreen of LCB56 


By Eric Lang (N.S.W.) 


fort of the chauffeur in mind), it was quite 
a change to be able to blow the cobwebs 
out of the Bentley while sitting back driv- 
ing ‘straight armed’ in the style of the now 
late lamented Fangio. 

Arriving at Rally Headquarters at the 
Richmond Grove Winery, Tanunda, we 
were made very welcome by our South 
Australian colleagues and presented with 
a gift of their famous wines and other 
goodies in a little wooden case, together 
with our ‘passports’ to all the pre-paid 
functions and events and a most useful 
Rally Directory containing every piece of 
information concerning the Rally one 
could have wished for. It was then on to the 
nearby Weintal Motel, where I caught up 
with Allan who was just arriving in 
LCBS56. 


Friday — Martindale Hall 


Having the pleasure of the company of 
well known S.A. Branch member John 


Bull as guest rider to point out various 
‘watering holes’ along the way, with Allan 
driving and myself navigating using the 
excellent trip notes in the aforementioned 
Rally Directory, we enjoyed every bit of 
the 120 km journey through numerous 
quaint villages and hamlets to historic 
Martindale Hall, a Georgian style mansion 
built in 1879-80 near the township of 
Mintaro in the picturesque Clare Valley. 

This magnificent structure, now owned 
by the people of South Australia and 
administered by the Minister for Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources as Trustee of 
the State Heritage, achieved public 
notoriety as Appleyard Girls’ School in the 
film Picnic at Hanging Rock. 

After inspecting the grand interior of 
this fascinating relic of the past, which is 
maintained in excellent condition, we 
moved on to the nearby coach house where 
we enjoyed an ample buffet lunch. After- 
wards, Allan and I returned to Tanunda by 
a more direct route, through pleasant 
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undulating countryside, this time with 
Keith Wherry as our guest rider. Keith, 
who was sans Silver Ghost, had flown 
from Sydney to Adelaide the previous day 
in order to attend the Rally. 


Welcoming Cocktail Party 


Later the same evening we were con- 
veyed by coach to Rally H.Q. at the 
Richmond Grove Winery where we were 
initially wined, then dined, by our hosts. A 
delightful meal was enhanced not only by 
a seemingly never ending supply of local 
wines, but by the fellowship of other Club 
members, many of whom I had not seen 
for quite some time. We were not to have 
too late a night as we needed to be up at 
daybreak the next day in preparation for 
entering LCB56 in the Concours. 


Saturday — Concours d'Elegance 


The day for ‘The Main Event’ dawned 
wet, cold and windy. As first light became 
apparent, it was incredible to think that 
Allan and I had laboured long and hard 
during the previous afternoon and into the 
evening to clean the Silver Cloud, for the 
rain that had fallen during the night had 
obviously contained copious quantities of 
dust, probably from as far away as Central 
Australia, and the car was again filthy! 
After driving on an extremely wet Over- 
lander then, in a limited time-frame 
expecting to prepare the car using primi- 
tive facilities and to pit it against cars 
packed in cotton wool, trailered to the 
Rally then not seen again after the 
Concours, was perhaps a little unrealistic! 
However, using the low pressure motel 
hose without even a nozzle, in company 
with other unfortunate Concours entrants 
in the same plight, we did our best and had 
the car looking reasonably respectable by 
the time we arrived at Rally H.Q. at the 
early hour of 8 a.m. There, we were given 
printed directions to the Concours site, in 
the grounds of the lovely old Collingrove 
Homestead, 17 km away. 

There, the cars were assembled by the 
very efficient marshalls awaiting judging. 
It was wonderful to see the msagnificent 
1910 Silver Ghost (1388) owned by David 
Vinall looking so respendent near the 
Homestead main entrance, for in many 
years gone by this great old car had spent 
some of its life at the same homestead in 
the possession of the Angas family. Parked 
nearby was another Silver Ghost (1524), 
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South Australian Eric Rainsford’s 's 1921 Silver Ghost (26PK) i is graced with BATeUan handsome 
Barker sedanca de ville coachwork. Photo by Jack Rodgers (Q/d). 


ieee 


Another Silver Ghost with original English coachwork, in this instance a very smart and 
substantial saloon by Maythorn, is 113AU, owned by Ray Pank (S.A.) Photo by Jack Rodgers. 


Taking out Class 2 in the Concours, Don Bartlett (Vic.) with 34LF, his 1927 Phantom | Roger Fry 
coupé. Very low-slung and rakish looking. Photo by Lee Rodda (S.A.) 
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1995 Federal Concours d’Elegance, 
ley, 10th June 


Barossa Val 


Class 


Class 1 Silver Ghost 
Class 2 Phantoms | and II 


Class 3 20 h.p. and 20/25 


Class 4 25/30, Phantom II], Wraith 
Class 5 Derby Bentley 
Class 6 Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Phantom IV 


Class 7 Bentley Mk VI and R-Type 
Class 8 Silver Cloud | and Bentley S1 
Class 9 Silver Clouds I! & Ill, Bentley S2 & S3, Phantom V 


Class 10 Silver Shadow, Bentley T Series and derivatives 


Class 11 Current Series 


Winners 


Charles Wright (S.A.) 1911 Silver Ghost 
Wright brougham, 1524 


Don Bartlett (Vic.) 1927 Phantom | 
Roger Fry coupé, 34LF 


Not Awarded 


Rex Vincent (N.S.W.) 1938 25/30 
Molyneaux sedanca coupé, GGR45 


Eric Cecil (W.A.) 1935 Bentley 314 Litre 
Roger Fry drophead coupé, B105CW 


Ivan Pearson (Vic.) 1958 Silver Wraith 
H.J.Mulliner limousine, HLW45 


Not Awarded 
Not Awarded 
Brian McDonald (A.C.T.) 1963 Silver Cloud III, SCX487 


Michael Kazacos (Qid.) 1970 Silver Shadow 
Mulliner Park Ward drophead coupé, DRH9702 


Frank Fisher (N.S.W.) 1992 Silver Spirit Il, ASN35159 


Special Awards 


Longest Distance Travelled to the Federal Rally 
by Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car 


Back-scratcher Award 
for a special effort on an Overlander to the Rally 


Rally Participants’ Choice 
for the car voted by the Rally participants as the most 
desirable car at the Rally 


Australian Coachwork Trophy 
for the best Australian-built coachwork 


Post-War Coachbuilt Trophy 
for the best post-war coachbuilt car 


Frank Cove Trophy 
for the most significant contribution to the organisation 
of the Federal Rally 


Colin Beaumont (W.A., N.T Sub-Branch) 
1976 Silver Shadow, SRH25034 


Kim Stapleton (N.S.W.) 


David Vinall (S.A.) 1910 Silver Ghost 
Vinall tourer, 1388 
Not Awarded 


Lang Walker (N.S.W.) 1963 Bentley S3 
H.J.Mulliner drophead coupé, B768CN 


Rory & Liz Poland 
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Silver Cloud Trophy 


Silver Shadow Trophy 


Silver Spirit Trophy 


Bentley Trophy 


Best Pre-War Car 
(presented by R.A.McDermott & Co.) 


Best Post-War Car (York Motors Trophy) 


The Company Trophy 
for the Best Restoration of the Year 


E.J.Vidler Shield 
for Age and Authenticity 


Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd Trophy 


for the best car in the Masters’ Class 


Overall Winner 
of the Concours d’Elegance 


owned by Charles Wright, which had spent 
some of its early life at an adjacent 
property. 

Using a newly devised system, the 
teams of judges moved swiftly amongst 
the Concours entrants, with the result that 
in a time-frame of only about two and a 
half hours, all cars had been judged. Top 
marks to the Rally Committee and judges 
for making this possible. 

After inspecting this beautifully 
preserved homestead, which is so steeped 
in early Australian history, and enjoying a 
delightful Devonshire tea, we moved in 
convoy through quiet rural roads to lunch 
at the Seppeltsfield Winery, only a short 
distance away. 

In a huge marquee, among a crowd of 
Rally participants, it was a case of more 
food, more wine. The winery bottle shop 
offered a quality port in a crystal decanter 
at a special price of $100, reduced from 
$245. Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners 
recognise a bargain when they see one and 
they completely sold out within half an 
hour! 

After lunch, many took part in freezing 
conditions in a gymkhana (or should it be 
autokhana?) in the winery grounds. Unfor- 
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Major Trophies 


Frank Costa (Vic.) 1962 Silver Cloud Il, SAE357 


Norman Gengoult-Smith (Vic.) 1972 Corniche 
Mulliner Park Ward Convertible, DRH13533 


Lang Walker (N.S.W.) 1989 Bentley Turbo RL, BPK27595 


Lang Walker (N.S.W.) 1994 Bentley Continental R 
Mulliner Park Ward coupé, BBR52084 


Eric Cecil (W.A.) 1936 Bentley 414 Litre 
Roger Fry drophead coupé, B155HM 


Lang Walker (N.S.W.) 1963 Bentley S3 


H.J.Mulliner drophead coupé, B768CN 


Mark & Merilyn Babidge (W.A.) 1927 Phantom | 
Roger Fry tourer, 69EF 


David Jones (Vic.) 1928 Twenty 
Barker limousine, GKM60 


Eric Cecil (W.A.) 1936 Bentley 414 Litre 
Roger Fry drophead coupé, B155HM 


Mark & Merilyn Babidge (W.A.) 1927 Phantom | 
Roger Fry tourer, 69EF 


tunately, due to the wet conditions, many 
of the rather heavy PMCs were unable to 
gain traction on the grassed field and, to 
put it succintly, became bogged. Many 
hands, however, came to the rescue on 
several occasions and rescued those 
drivers who were in distress. I wonder if 
George Forbes has forgiven Fiona yet for 
getting mud up near the rear axle of his 
pristine Corniche (DRH14553)! The fun 
events served to unwind both participants 
and spectators. 


Saturday — Barossa Junction 
Resort 


We were bussed that evening to the 
Barossa Junction Resort, a unique venue 
consisting of a number of old railway car- 
riages which, when viewed from the road, 
give the appearance of a train. Closer in- 
spection, however, revealed that although 
some of the former carriages had been 
cleverly turned into motel suites, only the 
facades of others remained, the insides 
having been converted into a bar and 
dining area. 

On this night we were treated to a buffet 
style dinner which was eaten to the strains 


(?) of a genuine German Oom-Pah band — 
something different indeed! The ubiqui- 
tous Barossa wines were served to gently 
warm the insides of those present on this 
chilly night, and as the evening wore on 
many Rallyers took to the dance floor. 
Allan and I decided to ‘callit anight’ fairly 
early and after a long day that began with 
preparing the car for the Concours it was 
good to get a full eight hours sleep! 


Sunday — National Motor Museum 


After assembling at Rally H.Q. at 10 
a.m., feeling fully refreshed, again with the 
ever jovial John Bull as our guest rider, 
Allan drove LCB56 while I navigated the 
55 km to the National Motor Museum at 
Birdwood. There, we were efficiently 
directed to our parking positions by S.A. 
Branch members, with the Concours 
entrants grouped separately from the 
others. 

It was then into what is undoubtedly the 
best motor museum in Australia to view at 
close range the collection of some 160 
cars, buses and trucks, and 140 motor- 
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‘The Dreamer’, 1911 Silver Ghost (1524) with owner/restorer Charles Wright (S.A.), winner of Class 1. The brougham 
coachwork, with its air of period authenticity, was also built by Charles. Photos this page by Brian McDonald (A.C.T.) 


1524: Rear compartment interior detail. 
") rows ary, 


<> 
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1524: No polished crankcase, no over-finishing, just a good, honest, completely r 


authentic Silver Ghost engine. 


1524: The lap of Edwardian luxury, if a little draughty for the driver! 
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W.A. member Eric Cecil's 1936 Bentley 4/4 Litre Roger Fry drophead coupé (B155HM) appeared as Overall Winner on 
the front cover of P.6-92. In this Rally it won the Masters Class (best of previous winners). Photo: Lee Rodda. 


A beaming Ivan Pearson with his Class 6 


Ivan Pearson's ex-Commonwealth government, ex-Royal Tour Silver Wraith (HLW45). The ample award. Ivan is a Victoria Branch (Tasmanian 
limousine coachwork is by H.J.Mulliner. Photo: Lee Rodda. Sub-Branch) member. Photo: Carl Stockton. 


This magnificent 1994 Bentley Continental R Mulliner Park Ward coupé (BBR52084) was entered by Lang Walker (N.S.W.) 
and was judged winner of the Bentley Trophy. Photo: Carl Stockton. 
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in the passenger seat and Lachlan Ely in the back. Photo: Carl Stockton. 
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George Forbes (Vic.) at the wheel of Rally Director Rory Poland's 1921 Silver Ghost (8CE). Fion 


The only Phantom Ill on the Rally, S.A. member Peter Tamblyn's 1938 Hooper limousine 


| 


a 


(3CM157). For turbine-like power, smoothness and refinement, these V-12s are hard to beat. 


Photo: Lee Rodda. 


The gymkhana field claimed several victims, including this 1953 R-type (B191UL) owned by 
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cycles, most of which are in pristine con- 
dition with some dating from before the 
turn of the century. John Bull was thrilled 
to see on display a Daimler Special Sports 
Barker drophead coupé which he once 
owned. The highlight of the tour of 
inspection for me was viewing the 
fabulous collection of motorcycles, surely 
one of the world’s finest. It was also inter- 
esting to see first hand the actual Holden 
car that was the first to come off the GM-H 
assembly line way back in 1948 — a sig- 
nificant event and a major contribution to 
Australia’s rich motoring history. 

About one o’clock we were ushered 
into another huge marquee where, once 
again, delicious food was served, this time 
a Sunday roast with soup and dessert 
courses. So as not to thirst, a selection of 
(you guessed it!) fine wines was evident, 
with soft drinks to choice. 

Rally tradition was broken at this func- 
tion by the Rally Director, Rory Poland, 
announcing the winners of the previous 
day’s Concour d’Elegance. (Somewhat 
disappointingly, LCB56 failed to win a 
prize). Another surprise innovation fol- 
lowed with the placing of large red and 
gold ribbands across the bonnets of the 
winning cars. Allowing our more than ade- 
quate lunch to settle, we motored quietly 
back to our motel just on twilight to dust 
off our dinner suits for the evening’s 
formal function. 


Sunday — Presentation Dinner 


At 7.00 p.m. Allan and I boarded the 
coach at our motel, suitably attired to at- 
tend the 37th Annual Federal Dinner and 
Presentation of Trophies, held at Yalumba 
Cellars, Angaston. Pre-dinner drinks and 
nibbles were had in the cask hall prior to 
adjourning upstairs to be seated in a vast 
area turned into a banquet hall for the 
occasion. The srictly enforced ‘no 
smoking’ policy was greatly appreciated, 
not only by myself but by many others to 
whom I spoke during the evening. 

At our table Allan and I enjoyed the 
company of Bryan “The Red Baron’ Price 
and his charming wife Helen, together 
with their friends Peter & Margaret 
Harper. In the ebullient presence of Bryan, 
we were never short of a laugh as we 
reminisced over good times shared during 
the “Black Stump’ Overlander to the 1994 
Federal Rally in Toowoomba. 

The food, as always throughout the 
Rally, was absolutely magnificent, both in 
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quality and quantity. The wines were also 
magnificent, again in there quality and 
quantity (which never ceased to amaze 
me). I have now attended Federal Rallies 
hosted by every Branch of the Club and 
have never seen such copious quantities of 
food and drink. Gloria Marshall, please 
reserve about 300 places! 

The official speeches were deliberately 
kept brief and to the point, as was the 
Presentation of Trophies, leaving plenty of 
time throughout the evening to enable us 
to mingle amongst the tables and to catch 
up with previously made friends from 
previous Federal Rallies and the ‘Gold 
Rush’ and ‘Black Stump’ Overlanders. 
With such esprit de corps amongst 
members of our great Club it is so easy to 
renew friendships with people who, due to 
the tyranny of distance in this vast land, we 
only see now and again. 

At the bewitching hour, when we were 
scheduled to join our coach back to the 
motel, the coach turned not into a pumpkin 
but rather into a lemon as it ‘failed to 
proceed’ due to a malfunctioning fuel 
pump (not a Rolls-Royce product!) After 
milling around the broken down bus for a 
short time in very chilly conditions, we all 
retreated back inside the cask hall where 
lots of port, which had been left over from 
the tables upstairs, was put to good use (for 
medicinal reasons only, you understand, to 
prevent us from freezing to death!) 

The oft-used phrase ‘Doesn’t time fly 
when you’re having fun’ comes to mind 
here, for it was well and truly after 1 a.m. 
when we finally left the Yalumba Cellars, 
but the funny thing was that by then no-one 
seemed to care! I think the coach trip back 
to the various motels will be remembered 
for many Federal Rallies to come. I recall, 
for example, seeing the lovely Kay Inder 
squashed into the laggage shelf at the rear 
of the coach with about ten or twelve other 
people (I’m not sure whether or not 
husband Bryan was one) in an area of 
probably less than two square metres! 
Victoria Branch member Geoffrey May 
led us in community singing, including a 
ditty about ‘Some Poor Bride Who Died at 
the Altar’! 

Arriving back at the motel around 2 
a.m. I seem to have a vague recollection of 
Kerry Wherry (by Wholly Ghost) and 
others still partying on! I know that I 
certainly slept well that night. 
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A.C.T. Branch members (from left to right) John Elliott, Federal Secretary lan Dunn, John Curry 
and Joy Burns. Photo: Brian McDonald. 


Edmund & Judy Porte (Vic.), with John Bull (S.A.), in complete accord at the Junction Resort, 
Tanunda. Photo from John Bull. 
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Entered by Lang Walker (N. 
Post-War Car in the Concours. Regular Federal Rally goers will remember this car in the McMillan Prestige display at 


Toowoomba last September, displayed in its extremely poor ‘as found’ condition (see P.6-94, p.2460). The transformation, 
in well under a year, is truly remarkable. Photo: Lee Rodda. 


Brian McDonald (A.C.T.) drove his fine 1963 Silver Cloud 
lil (SCX487) all the way from Wagga Wagga by a circuitous 
route, attended the Federal Council meeting, leaving little 
time to prepare the car, then won Class 9 in the Concours. 
But Brian, what's that on the roof? Photo: Carl Stockton. 
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N.S.W. Branch member Allan Simpsons 1960 Silver Cloud Il long wheelbase saloon 


with division (LCB56), respendant in its superb new black over Royal Claret 
paintwork. Photo: Allan Simpson. 


Another ex-government Vice-Regal and Royal Tour car, 1967 Phantom V 
H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward limousine (5VF159), owned by John Matheson (N.S.W.) 


=. 
4 
~ 

7 

Px 


wridtedt Ios 


Pye) 
aaah 


co 


4-95 2605 


a a Psy dis 7 
An enchanting scene at Collingrove Homestead, Angaston. 1951 Silver Wraith (WOF24) owned by James Hawker and 
1938 Phantom II] (3CM157) owned by Peter Tamblyn, both Hooper coachwork, both South Australians. The Silver Wraith 


was well known to the Editor in the 1960s and '70s when he lived in Geelong. Photo: Brian McDonald. 
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Marilyn Stokes, Victoria Branch newsletter This Park Ward drophead coupé was a very sleek and innovative design for its period. Often 
Editor, has somehow been accredited to the attributed to Graber, the body style was actually the work of Swedish freelance stylist V.Koren. 
N.S.W. Branch on her name-tag. Photo: Carl 1961 Bentley S2 Continental (BC86BY), owned by Peter Graham (S.A.) Photo: Carl Stockton. 
Stockton. 


Frank Costa (Vic.) entered his very low milage 1962 Silver Cloud |! (SAE357) and won the Silver Cloud Trophy for his 
trouble. Carl Stockton's photograph shows the smart Sable over Sand colour scheme to advantage. 
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The award for the Longest Distance Travelled to the Rally by Rolls-Royce or Bentley car went to Colin Beaumont (W.A., 
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N.T Sub-Branch) who, with Helen Brindley, drove his 1976 Silver Shadow (SRH25034) all the way from the ‘Top End’. 
Silver Shadows thrive on this sort of thing and repay good regular use with great reliability. Photo: Carl Stockton. 


Monday — Farewell breakfast 


Not many Rallyers appeared to surface 
for the fine breakfast in a large marquee at 
Seppeltsfield Winery, at least not while 
Allan and I were there. Those who did 
seemed to enjoy the ample cooked break- 
fast rather than the many bottles of opened 


but largely untouched bottles of Great 
western champagne which were on all the 
tables. 

After breakfasting with John & Jeanne 
Matheson we said our farewells to the 
others in the tent, including Rory & Liz 
Poland, thanking them sincerely for lead- 
ing an incredibly efficient team that 


brought us a Federal Rally enjoyed by all. 
In particular, we congratulated them for 
the streamlined Concours judging proce- 
dure, the brief speeches and Presentation 
of Awards, and finally for the superb food 
and wine which left absolutely nothing to 
be desired. Allan andI had to put ourselves 
onto the Israeli Army Diet for the follow- 


If you wanted a really roomy seven-seater in the early post-war period, chances are you would have bought a Park Ward 
limousine like WAB37 (left) owned by Heather Goldsmith (N.S.W.) If spaciousness was less of a consideration and you 
wanted a more compact, owner-driver Rolls-Royce, the Silver Dawn (right) would have suited you perfectly. This is SUJ86, 
owned by Carl Stockton (N.S.W.), who also took the picture. Both cars, 47 and 41 years old respectively, are proven 
reliable performers over long distances. 
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Class 9 judging line-up at Collingrove. From nearest the camera they are: SAE357 (Costa, Vic.), SCX487 


(McDonald, A.C.T.), SCX245 (Sheehy, N.S.W.), B180DF (Gengoult-Smith, Vic.), B768CN (Walker, N.S.W.), 5VF159 
(Matheson, N.S.W.) Photo: Carl Stockton. 


ing two weeks! Thanks again, Rory and 
Co. 


Return journey to Sydney 


We set out immediately after breakfast, 
bound for home. LCB56 continued to per- 
form in the expected Rolls-Royce manner. 
we stopped overnight at Balranald in far 
south-western New South Wales where we 
caught up with Frank & Patricia Fisher in 
their Silver Spirit I. The next day it was 
onto Hay for morming tea and fuel, Temora 
for a rather late lunch, and finally home 
about 8 p.m., having travelled 2,113 miles 
(3,354 km) and averaging 19.12 litres/100 
km (or, in ‘old money’, 14.88 mpg. For a 


large, heavy car, fully laden with luggage 
and two persons, this was not bad con- 
sidering that we were not driving with 
economy in mind. 

Thanks Allan for the many hours and 
miles spent behind the wheel and looking 
out over that magnificent Spirit of Ecstasy 
‘through the windscreen’ at the end of 
LCB56’s elegant bonnet. > 


The Author acknowledges the 
assistance kindly given by Allan 
Simpson, owner of LCB56, in the 
preparation of this article. 


Photographs as 
individually acknowledged 


Honorary Life Member Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) 
only quite recently completed the restoration 
of his Phantom | (500R), having begun the 
task in the early days of the Club in the 1950s! 
Read about this restoration in the next issue 
of PRAECLARUM. Photo: Carl Stockton. 


Only at Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Federal Rally, the premier event of the Club, can you see large numbers of Rolls-Royce 


and Bentley cars of all ages gathered together. Photo: Carl Stockton. 
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Addressing the Federal Dinner at Yalumba Winery, from left to right: Federal President David Vann, Rally Director Rory Poland, South Australian 
member Peter Heuzenroeder. Photos: Carl Stockton. 


Allan Simpson (N.S.W.), with Eric & May Goudie (Honorary Life James Fewer (SA. ye in WOF24, fine his fare at judging the width of Fig 
Members, A.C.T.), who dispatch your PRAECLARUM every car in the gymkhana. Photo: Allan Simpson. 
second month. Photo: John Bull. 


Another look at Lang Walker's Continental R (BBR52084). These coupés have much more going for them than just 
superlatively good looks; where else can you get anywhere near the performance, durability and magnificent interior 
appointments offered by these current model Bentleys? Photo: John Bull. 
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Martin Bennett 


“Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the Crewe 
Years” by Martin Bennett. Published by 
G.T. Foulis & Co., U.K. (an imprint of 
Haynes Publishing), 1995. 366 pages, 
962 illustrations. U.K retail price £45.00. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


If they gave a Ph.D. for a thesis on 
Rolls-Royce motor cars, then our 
PRAECLARUM Editor would be called 
‘Doc’ Martin. For a thesis is what this 
book resembles. Justifying its 20-year 
gestation period, the book is pains- 
takingly comprehensive, meticulously 
researched and — dare ! say it? — a 
scholarly treatise on every facet of post- 
war Rolls-Royce and Bentley production, 
right up to the present era. Not least, it is 
unique in being the only single-volume 
publication to chronicle the Crewe period 
in its entirety. 

When you, like me, have been spell- 
bound by the breadth of its coverage, the 
depth of knowledge imparted, and the 
minuteness of its detail, then you too will 
agree that Rolls-Royce and Bentley: the 
Crewe Years is destined to join the work 
of Morton, Fasal, Rimmer and Clarke at 
the very pinnacle of the Rolls-Royce 
bibliography. 

But what makes the Bennett book so 
special? Perhaps it is the suggestion — 
to this reviewer at least — that here is 
more than just one book packed between 
two covers. First, it explores, as its prin- 
cipal theme, the significance of the 
post-war cars and their rdle in perpet- 
uating the Rolls-Royce tradition of 
excellence. While the legendary pre-war 
products played their part in establishing 
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the name and reputation of the Com- 
pany, their latter-day progeny have 
proved no less important as survivors in 
a harsh environment of different values, 
demands and market conditions. 

This multi-faceted book is also a pic- 
torial compendium. But not just another 
pretty picture book. It features a lavish 
collection of some of the most carefully 
chosen illustrations of their type it has 
been my privilege to feast eyes upon. All 
backed up with captions so detailed and 
informative that many are virtually para- 
graphs themselves. Except for the dust 
jacket, the illustrations throughout are in 
black & white. Even photographs 
originally supplied in colour have been 
reproduced in monochrome, lending 
consistency and an air of refinement to 
this publication. Acting as a perfect 
counterpoint to the infinite variety of 
photographs and technical illustrations 
are the drawings of John Bull, a 
supremely talented artist we should be 
proud to have on our R.R.O.C.A. 
membership roll. 

Nowhere is the value of his contribu- 
tion more apparent than in the Phantom 
IV chapter. With photos of PIVs under- 
standably scarce, the ones presented 
here (and which have inevitably been 
seen elsewhere) are augmented by no 
fewer than seven of John Bull’s classic 
drawings, all beautifully executed and 
replete with detail. 

| would go so far as to say that, as a 
reference book on post-war coachwork 
(the third of the book's facets), this 
volume has no peer. Readers of 
PRAECLARUM would need no remind- 
ing that this is a subject very dear to the 
author’s heart and, to our good fortune, 
he gives his enthusiasm free rein. And 
how it shows! Every nuance of the 
coachbuilder's art, as applied to Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley motor cars, is 
explained and illustrated in microscopic 
detail. Techniques of coachbuilding, the 
often subtle variations from one style to 
the next — even to the extent of the 
addition or deletion of the tiniest sliver of 
chrome trim — are all discussed in an 
erudite fashion typical of the author. In- 


deed, one of the book’s most fascinating 
chapters is that titled “The Coachbuilders”, 
which profiles the major practitioners of 
this noble art who survived World War Il, 
and whose work graced the majority of 
the post-war coachbuilt cars: Park Ward, 
H.J. Mulliner, Hooper, James Young, 
Freestone & Webb and the hybridised 
H.J. Mulliner, Park Ward. This chapter 
would have been complete, though, if 
some reference was made to the revival 
of the Hooper name on Silver Spirits of 
the 1980s. 

The separate elements of the one 
book are skilfully woven together in a 
series of chapters which begin with ref- 
erence to the so-called Rationalised 
Range and the way it shaped the destiny 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars 
after the ravages of war. Martin Bennett 
dispels the common belief that with the 
end of hostilities all car work was moved 
to Crewe. The transition was a more 
gradual one, with most of the early 
design work, notably styling of the stand- 
ard steel saloon body for the Bentley Mk 
VI, being carried out at Derby. Indeed, all 
the Phantom IV chassis were erected in 
the Experimental shop at Belper, 712 
miles north of Derby. 

Immediately following the text in most 
chapters are several tables beginning 
with full technical specifications of the 
models described therein. Tables titled 
‘Firsts’, list by chassis number and in 
chronological order the first chassis of 
each type to embody a milestone in 
production history, e.g. first Silver Dawn 
with Zenith carburetter, LSFC102, 1952. 
Other tables itemise coachwork fitted to 
each model, listed by coachbuilders and 
chassis type, and as detailed a list of 
chassis numbers, chassis series and 
even engine numbers as you are likely to 
see anywhere. 

Concluding each chapter is a collec- 
tion of photographs and illustrations all 
pertinent to the subject under discussion. 
In Chapter One, for instance, is a 
fascinating series depicting production, 
testing and finishing processes in the 
Crewe plant. These pictures and their 
captions demonstrate not only the 


author’s unerring eye for detail but his 
mischievous sense of humour too. 
Check out the bottom picture on page 21 
and you'll see what | mean! 

An in-depth review of each chapter 
would require a separate supplement to 
this magazine, so you will have to get the 
book to discover all the delights that 
await you. Suffice it to say, for the record, 
that the other chapters are dedicated in 
turn to: the Silver Wraith; the Mk VI stand- 
ard steel saloon and its derivatives; the 
exclusive Phantom IV; followed by “The 
Meeting of the Marques”, the story of the 
Silver Cloud and its badge-engineered 
stablemate, the Bentley S-type. Introduc- 
tion of the V-8 engine in 1959 is covered 
in the next chapter which precedes the 
aforementioned discourse on coach- 
builders. 

| particularly liked the clever title of 
Chapter Eight: “Cloud OverShadowed”. 
Just to keep everyone happy — and as 
further proof of the book's diversity — this 
chapter even includes a little geography 
lesson centred around the name 
‘Camargue’! Chapter Eight also reveals, 
through words and pictures, the 
mysterious ‘Alpha’ Phantom, an armour- 
ed version of the Phantom VI, the 
existence of which has hitherto been a 
closely guarded Company secret. 

The story is rounded off in “Spirit of the 
Eighties and Beyond”. Due recognition is 
given here to the rejuvenation of the 
Bentley marque and its effect on resus- 
citating the Company's flagging fortunes. 
Bringing events right up to date, exciting 
projects like Concept Java, Rolls-Royce 
Flying Spur and Bentley Turbo S are 
described, and even though the 
manuscript was obviously with the 
printers at the time, the recent release of 
the Bentley Azure does not go un- 
recorded. A whole page of photographs 
with another comprehensive caption is 
allotted to the Azure, giving the book a 
nice little ‘scoop’. Why, then, is there not 
so much as the briefest mention of the 
rumoured ‘German invasion’ of Crewe, 
and of the widespread speculation about 
BMW-supplied engines powering Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars of the not- 
too-distant future? 

In the unlikely event of nine meaty 
chapters proving insufficient to whet your 
appetite, there are nine Appendices 
which themselves could constitute a sub- 
stantial little booklet. Leading off is an 
Appendix in which the seemingly com- 
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plex chassis and engine numbering 
system is de-mystified with crystalline 
clarity. Other Appendices list delivery 
dates by chassis series, Phantom VI 
chassis numbering, production figures 
and coachbuilders, and total production 
figures for Corniche and Camargue. As 
a glutton for detail | savoured the repast 
dished up by illustrated Appendices 
covering, separately, steering wheel 
controls from 1946 to 1959, different 
types of switchboxes over the years, and 
ditto for radiator mascots. 

It is incumbent on an author of a book 
such as this to thoroughly research the 
accuracy of subject matter, and not to 
perpetuate misinformation put out by 
other writers. This is a duty Martin 
Bennett does not shirk as he dispels 
many of the myths and inaccuracies that 
have hung around for too long. He sets 
the record straight on the total production 
figures of the Silver Wraith short wheel- 
base and Phantom V chassis, misquoted 
by other authors of note. 

Also laid to rest is the misconception 
that an innovative Hooper design by 
Osmond Rivers was called the ‘Empress 
line’, when in fact the designer only ever 
referred to it as his ‘new look’. Then, 
coachwork on a Bentley Mk VI attributed 
by another author to French coach- 
builder Franay is revealed to be the work 
of Swiss firm Fritz Ramseier & Co., while 
another previously attributed to 
Saoutchik is in fact by Franay. 

In nearly every discourse on the 
Phantom IV, writers have implied that the 
model germinated from the Duke of 
Edinburgh's delight at driving 11BV, a 
particularly lively experimental straight- 
eight Bentley. The author of The Crewe 
Years casts doubt on this, pointing out 
that there is “a world of difference 
between a Bentley Mk V with a straight- 
eight shoe-horned into it and the huge 
limousine that eventually emerged as the 
Phantom IV”. 

The old chestnut about so-called 
Continental! Silver Cloud Ills also 
receives short shrift. These coachbuilt 
cars, as the author emphatically states, 
“were never marketed as Continentals 
and are not Continentals”. Throughout 
post-war production the Company has 
never applied the name ‘Continental’ to 
any model other than a Bentley. 

Notwithstanding the overall high 
standard of this book, there are a few 
shortcomings. Proof-reading has been 
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vigilant for the most part, with just a small 
number of mistakes managing to slip 
through. For example, | had always 
believed the wife of Honorary Life Mem- 
ber John Salter spells her name 
‘Isabelle’, not ‘Isobel’. There are also two 
variations in the spelling of Osmond 
Rivers’ wife’s name. And aren't Connolly 
hides vat-dyed, not ‘vat-died’? Wasn't it 
just the cow that died to give up its hide? 
Another uncharacteristic error is an in- 
complete caption at the top of page 174. 

But perhaps the most disappointing 
deficiency lies in the quality of reproduc- 
tion of many of the line drawings. 
Low-resolution computer scanning has 
produced a jagged line effect, not unlike 
what is seen on a faxed document. 
Pages 16, 171 and 197 are just a few 
unfortunate cases in point. Such a pity, 
as this mars what would otherwise be an 
impeccable pictorial presentation. 

All these faults are mentioned in the 
hope that they may be rectified when The 
Crewe Years attains the distinction of 
being reprinted — as, indeed, such a 
magnificent publication deserves to be. 

Very early in his book, Martin refers to 
a 4-cylinder, 1,500 c.c. Rolls-Royce 
mooted as part of the Rationalised 
Range. He asserts that “if proceeded 
with (it) would have so altered the basic 
concept of the Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
car that the marques would almost cer- 
tainly have gone the way of Armstrong 
Siddeley and Alvis or become so mun- 
dane that they could never have inspired 
the writing of books such as this”. Let us 
be thankful that none of those even- 
tualities came to pass. 


Silver Ghost 
Exhaust Manifolds 


For quieter operation and completely 
authentic appearance, to fit all two- 
wheel brake Silver Ghosts from 1200 
series to end of production. 


pa} _t 


$1,600 per pair 
R.A.McDermott & Co. 


420 Burnley Steet, Richmond 3121 
Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 9428 0190 


4-95 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1924 Silver Ghost (48RM) extended chassis 
(extension thought to be by Bert Ward). 
Possibly the only extended S.G. chassis in the 
world. Body by George Williams (c.1980), 
based on a Gill all-weather. Some tools and 
owner’s handbooks. See three-part article in 
this and last two issues of PRAECLARUM. 
Has to be worth $250,000 but will consider 
offers. Pat Brassil 069-25-4407 


1937 25/30 (GMO6) James Young sports 
saloon. Restored in the U.K. in the '70s. Ex- 
cellent mechanical condition. $75,000. Steve 
Padgett 074-42-5250 (h) 074-48-8700 (w) 


1949 Silver Wraith (WGC24) Hooper touring 
limousine. Maroon and silver with deep red 
and grey upholstery. Owned new by Sir Cecil 
Hoskins (Australian Iron & Steel). Totally 
rebuilt from bare chassis up by Roger Fry. 
New engine, engine mounts, radiator, 
radiator shutter control, front end joints, 
kingpins, wiring, body mounts, braking sys- 
tem, stainless stee! exhaust system, etc. Bare 
metal repaint, new upholstery, carpets and 
headlining. Beautiful condition, virtually noth- 
ing to spend. $87,500. Denis Sowden 
09-335-1202 


1950 Bentley Mk VI (B231FU) complete roll- 
ing chassis. Running. Excellent engine and 
mechanicals, all instruments and grille. 
$10,000 or good offer. Simon Read 
074-85-3214 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B323LH) Tudor Grey 
with red leather upholstery. Recent mech- 
anical/oody restoration. Immaculate. Past 
Branch Concours winner. Service, Factory 
and Chassis Card details provided. $38,000. 
Andrew Cannon 03-823-6228 (w) 


1963 Silver Cloud ill (SDW323) Sage/Smoke 
Green. Melbourne delivered car in immacu- 
late original condition. Original handbook, 
tool kit, radio, etc. Seat belts and new white- 
wall radial tyres the only concessions to 
present day. $70,000. Doug Fleming 
055-73-5231 (h) 055-76-5266 (w) 


Cars For Sale 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (LCC9) long wheelbase 
saloon. Masons Black over Café au Lait, 
beige leather interior. A very rare car being 
one of only 101 of these lwb models made by 
Rolls-Royce without division. Receipts show- 
ing details of complete restoration. 26 pages 
R-R chassis cards. Very complete, superb 
condition. $70,000. lan Edwards 
03-9876-3064 


r zee pyran ia +b eS 
1967 Silver Shadow (CRH3486) Two-door 
Saloon by H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward. Body 
restored by Peter V.D. Sluys to original colour, 
etc. Handling improvement kit and R12 air 
conditioning conversion fitted. New master 
cylinder and accumulators 2 years ago. Fac- 
tory papers and handbook. Meticulously 
maintained. Registered to Jan. 1996. $65,000 
neg. H.Kaiser 03-9844-2004 or 015-54-2950 
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silver two-tone. Beautifully presented car in 
pristine original condition. $32,000. Giles 
Read 053-34-1020 


1976 Silver Shadow (SRH25223) Goid with 
beige upholstery. Australian compliance 
plated. $32,000, reasonable offers con- 
sidered. Jack Rodgers 074-91-5298 


Cars For Sale 


1973 Silver Shadow (SRH15726) Peacock 
Blue with champagne leather interior. 
Absolutely magnificent car, well known to 
Victoria Branch members. Originally 
delivered in Australia to Club member Bruce 
Terry. Provided with tender loving care and 
driven fairly limited miles over the past twelve 
years. 96,000 genuine miles. Handbook, 
workshop manuals, original tools and various 
spares. $39,500. Jefferson Williams 
03-9836-1888 (w) 03-9836-8709 (h) or FAX 
03-9836-2857 


Parts For Sale 


Parts for SC1/S1: cylinder head in excellent 
condition, $1,000; starter, complete and re- 
wound, $900; generator, re-wound, $500. 
Denis Sowden 09-335-1202 


20 h.p. carburetter complete, $1,400; 2- 
wheel brake 20 h.p. starter motor, $1,900; 20 
h.p. water pump, $500; 20 h.p. bonnet with 
German silver hinges, no locks or handles, 
$600; 20 h.p. va tank inc. mounting brackets, 
$200; trunk for 20 h.p., S.G. or Pi, $1,150; Mk 
VI/R/Silver Dawn bumper, brand new in 
original wrappings, $950; taylor made canvas 
cover for Government Silver Wraith, $495; 20 
h.p. temperature gauge, $300; 20 h.p. bonnet 
lock with key, $110; 2x new remould 21 x 450 
tyres suitable for 20 h.p. spares, best offer; 
pre-war R-R dynamo, mode! unknown, $450. 
Terry Bruce, 444 Station Street, Carrum, Vic. 
3197. 03-9772-2973 


Bentley Mk Vi 4% Litre spares: complete 
running engine, head overhauled, all in very 
good condition, runs strongly and sweetly, 
complete with carbs and distributor, $6,000 
ono. All body panels, jewellery, interior, gear- 
box, front end, rear end, etc. Winged ‘B’ 
mascot and cap (replica), $275. Cylinder 
head (bare) in very good order and crack- 
tested, $2,000. Chromed grille and louvres, 
$2,500. Two Firestone 6.50 x 16 slightly used 
tyres, $50 each. Lots more - ask me! Simon 
Read 074-85-3214 


Springfield mascot in solid nickel by Gorham 
of America. 14 cm high. Very rare, superb 
condition. £St950. Phantom | mascot, chrome 
plated, signed Charles Sykes, Rolls-Royce 
Lid Feb 6, 1911. £St275. 20/25 mascot, 
chrome plated, signed C. Sykes, R-R Ltd 
6.2.11. £St235. Stuart Dennison 0011-44- 
161-652-4544 (FAX) 


Phantom | radiator assembly in good 
condition, less mascot. Offers please. 
McMillan Prestige 02-744-5111 
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The Finest Covers for the World’s Best Motor Cars 


From $179, one of our high-quality tailored dust-covers will protect your 


cherished Rolls-Royce, Bentley or other classic car. 

Each cover is tailor-made by hand to its own individual pattern from your 
choice of the finest quality super-fleece material or lightweight 100% cotton, 
to fit all models from Silver Ghosts to Silver Spirits. In fact, the closest thing 
to a Saville Row suit for your motor car. 

We also tailor make lambswool over-rugs for your car’s interior and boot, 
for that extra look and feel of luxury and to protect your original carpets. All 
colours available. Guaranteed highest quality. 


Australia-wide delivery and world-wide export. 


IONEER 
RUGS & COVERS 


Telephone (042) 67 1700; FAX (042) 67 1264 
Address correspondence to: P.O. Box 100, Bulli, N.S.W. 2516 


Now, The Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 25 Years 
Revealed!! 


FOREIGN PARTS CONNECTION, INC. 


2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. (310) 473-7773 
Fax. (310) 479-1197 


World's most complete stock of used 
post-war (1946-1991) Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi- 
ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and personal 
service always. 
e Restorable and Turnkey RHD Rolls-Royce and 
Bentleys available. 
° UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Daily. 
e Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


IF YOU WANT THE BEST 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley restoration and 
component rebuilding to the highest 


standard. 


No job too big or too small. 
Immense stocks of new and used parts 


for all models. 


= 


Melbourne: 
420 Burnley Street, Richmond, Vic. 3121 
Tel: (03) 9428 8844 FAX: (03) 94280190 


McDermott&Co. 


Sydney: 
8 Hunt Street, Surry Hills, N.S.W. 2010 
Tel: (02) 212 7200 FAX: (02) 212 7374 
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Members are reminded of our affiliation with BRUNTS OF SILVERDALE LTD, the British 


company renowned for engineering excellence. This association enables BROSS CLASSIC 
PTY LTD to offer all their customers an additional vast range of quality specialist engine 
components and spare parts for the pre-1955 model range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor 
cars. 


In addition, BROSS CLASSIC PTY LTD offer a complete engine re-conditioning service to 
Factory condition or Concours, together with a complete component service exchange facility, 
covering all pre- and post-war models. 


The affiliation between BROSS CLASSIC PTY LTD and BRUNTS greatly enhances our 
service to members, especially when obtaining those difficult-to-locate parts. 


We cordially invite you to call Heather Pryor for further information. 


Bross CLASSIC PTY LIMITED 


A.C.N. 000 271 643 M.V.R.I.C. Repairers Licence No. 44-004321-2 


¢ Rolls-Royce & Bentley Specialists 
6 CHILVERS ROAD, THORNLEIGH, N.S.W. 2120 
P.O. BOX 83, PENNANT HILLS, N.S.W. 2120 


Tel: (02) 484-1239 or 484-4419 FAX: (02) 980-6592 


Market Place 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: for Phantom I!, wheel discs including 
fittings for 20" rims, sidemount spare wheel 
casings and mounting bracket (or to borrow 
for copying), one 20" wheel (or at least a 
centre for same), any smal! tools. David 
Crichton 060-26-2278 


Wanted for 1935 Bentley 31% Litre B66FB: 
headlamps, horns, bulkhead-mounted spare 
points container, ignition lead scew-in caps 
(into distributor), mascot, tools, imperial fuel 
gauge, turn indicator switch, coils, crank 
handle, pedal rubbers, wiper motor 
mechanism, jack, wheel hub removal tool, 
regulator box cover. Julian Walter, 10 
Shenton Place, Claremont, W.A. 6010. 
09-340-3500 (w) 09-385-1024 (h) or FAX 
09-340-3516 (w) 09-383-3523 (h) 


Wanted: for 1970 Silver Shadow 2-door 
saloon, flat/ring spanner UR14387, handle for 
manual window winding. David Vann 
07-263-8572 or FAX 07-865-4822 


Wanted: for 1958 Silver Wraith HLW45, 
trouble lamp, any or all small tools. lvan Pear- 
son 002-67-2708 (‘phone & FAX, work) 
002-25-3084 (‘phone & FAX, home) 


Wanted for 1920 Silver Ghost 51FW, (original- 
ly Hooper sporting torpedo tourer), engine 
K42: crank handle, crank handle front sup- 
port bracket, front mudguard supports and 
socket mount, front shock absorbers, rear 
shock absorbers, ignition ballast tower, mag- 
neto high tension wire tube, engine and gear- 
box undertrays, petrol pressure gauge, 1 x 
21* rim (hub not needed), 2 x 21" Olympic 
tyres (21 x 700), 6 x 21" well-base tubes, 
running board to chassis mounting brackets, 
oil tank, any or all tools, hydraulic jack, wiring 
loom, wing-mounted sidelights (torpedo 
style), nickel plated divers’ helmet rear lamps, 
coil, bonnet locks, bonnet catches, pedal 
rubbers. Julian Walter, 10 Shenton Place, 
Claremont, W.A. 6010. 09-340-3500 (w) 
09-385-1024 (h) or FAX 09-340-3516 (w) 
09-383-3523 (h) 


Literature For Sale 


The Life of Sir Henry Royce by Sir Max 
Pemberton. Black cover. Full size First 
Edition. Good copy. £St95. Stuart Dennison 
0011-44-161-652-4544 (FAX) 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further advertising. Ads for cars for 
sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 
availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Literature Wanted 


Bentley: 50 Years of the Marque by Johnny 
Green. Julian Walter, 10 Shenton Place, 
Claremont, W.A. 6010. 09-340-3500 (w) 
09-385-1024 (h) or FAX 09-340-3516 (w) 
09-383-3523 (h) 


Information Wanted 


| would like to hear from anyone who has ever 
seen this Silver Ghost, believed to be 10AD. 
The picture was taken circa 1960 in Sydney. 
Stan Nash, P.O. Box 320, Mudgeeraba, Qid 
4213. 07-5530-2826 


Wanted: information about/pictures of Silver 
Ghost 51FW. Delivered new to R.J. Fagan of 
Mandurama, N.S.W. in 1921; body was 
Hooper light sporting torpedo on ‘Speed 
Model’ chassis; later owners W. Thompson, 
Darlinghust 1929, J.H. Skerry, Melbourne 
1930s (reg. Vic. 88-638); a Martin & King 
saloon body then fitted; Ronald Beckett, 
Albury 1952, John Best, Kallista, Vic. 1958. 
Pictures needed to build replica of original 
body. Julian Walter, 10 Shenton Place, 
Claremont, W.A. 6010. 09-340-3500 (w) 
09-385-1024 (h) or FAX 09-340-3516 (w) 
09-383-3523 (h) 


Services 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-744-511 or FAX 02-744-5517 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality black & 
white prints reproduce best but colour 
prints are perfectly acceptable. Please do 
not send negatives or transparencies. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer’s license number and comply with 
all other statutory requirements relating to 
their advertising. 


Services 


Security vehicle storage available to Club 
members at our Thornleigh premises. !deal 
for peace of mind whilst away on holidays, 
during home renovation periods or when 
extra space is needed at home. $40 per week 
includes fornightly start-up and check, 
security parking and access to your vehicle 
as mutually convenient. 

Bross Classic Pty Ltd 02-484-1239 or FAX 
02-980-6592 


Silver Shadows breaking for parts. Most 
mechanical, body and interior parts available. 
McMillan Prestige 02-744-511 


Travel/Accommodation 


France. Holiday in Burgundy, 1995. 
Farmhouse — all found — sleeps 4-6, near 
historic towns and vineyards. Enquiries: 
B.Larwill, ‘phone 058-21-2923 or FAX 
058-31-2474 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
Picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 pp three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring 


Air valve 
extension 


Curved 
air valve 


Spanner— ? Air lock assembly 


All you need to fitnew Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your c Pe 
Pre-WWIl Classic. & Hispane-sdiza 
Write, phone or fax * Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


® Bugatti 

¢ Delage 
LMARR DISK,LTD 5 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
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COST: Ads are free to members who do 
not regularly deal in sales or service of 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members 
are charged $15.00 for a non-commercial 
ad of reasonable length. Photographs may 
be included free of charge to members, 
$15.00 for others. Cheques made payable 
to R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: (048) 29 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now wrecking for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 

Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 

Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 
Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, *Phone: (09) 250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (09) 250 1404 


Insurance 


Veteran,vintage,classic and sports car owners —Keeping vehicles on Australian roads 


Laid-up cover or full comprehensive, quality 
insurance with Shannons might not cost as 
much as you think. 
Shannons recognise that enthusiasts take 
care of their vehicles and pass the savings on to ili ce 
you. Phone Shannons for a free quote now. 


; “3h hk 
Features: Agreed value e Choice Ge = 
of repairer You keep the salvage up to a. 
1970 (modifieds up to 1960) eOne windscreen ar 
or window glass replacement per year excess 
free ePersonal effects cover eStandard pre- 
1940 vehicles excess free e$5,000,000 legal 
liability e Prompt claims settlement e Australia 
wide service centres. 
Head Office, Victorta New South Wales South Austraita Westem Australia Queensland Northern Territory 
321 Warrigal Road, 48 Sailors Ba oot 6/212 Brighton Road, Suite 1, 4 Canning Road, P.O. Box 485, 9259 Bagot Road, 
Cheltenham, Vic., 3192 Northbridge, N. 2063 Somerton Park, S.A. 5044 Kalamunda, W.A., 6076 Moorooka, Qld., 4105 Coconut Grove, N.T., 0810 
Phone (03) 584 7266 Phone fe) a 958 7666 Phone Sed 9000 Phone (09) 287 4269 Phone {07} 892 2776 Phone (089) 85 2477 
Fax (03) 583 9475 Fax (02) 958 7841 Fax (08) 294 9995 Fax (09) 257 1289 Fax (07) 892 4319 Fax (089) 85 5583 


INSURER: SUN ALLIANCE AND ROYAL INSURANCE AUSTRALIA LIMITED 


ACN 005 297 807 


Federal Council Meeting — Tanunda, S.A. 
June 8th, 1995 


From lett to right: Fred Haughtey (Qid.), Julian Walter (W.A.), David Marshall-Martin (N.S.W.), David Ekberg (Car Registrar), David Carroll (S.A.), 
lan Dunn (Federal Secretary), David Vann (Federal President), Brian McDonald (A.C.T.), Lee Rodda (S.A.), John Burns (A.C.T.), Roger Fry (W.A.), 
Tony Ward (N.S.W.), George Forbes (Vic. Delegate and Federal Registrar). Absent from photo: Robin Hickman (Vic.), Martin Glynn (Qid.) 

Photo by Car! Stockton 
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